THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: Aimighty God, whom truly to know is
everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the
way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 14:1-21 kv)

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in

Me. 2In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself; that where |
am, there you may be also. 4 And where | go you know, and the way you
know.” 5Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are
going, and how can we know the way?” 8 Jesus said to him, “l am the
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me. 7“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and
from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him,
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” @ Jesus said to

him, “Have | been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say,
‘Show us the Father'? 19 Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and
the Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak on My
own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. ! Believe
Me that | am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the
sake of the works themselves. 12“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who
believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also; and greater works than
these he will do, because | go to My Father. '3 And whatever you ask in
My name, that | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 4 If
you ask anything in My name, | will do it. *“If you love Me, keep My
commandments. 6 And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 7 the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 8 will not leave
you orphans; | will come to you. 9 “A little while longer and the world will
see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because | live, you will live

also. 20 At that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me,
and | in you. 2' He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he
who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will
love him and manifest Myself to him.”
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Keep on praying every day for those who are sick or
recovering from their illness. The prayers of this Church
family are powerful. God hears and answers our peftitions on
behalf of each other. Let's agree together for the continued
healing of Pat Bird, Elton Blair, Judy Gerard, Carol Acklin,
Jean Dillon, Ted Hover and Kevin Helms. Thank God for their
healing, let's envision all of them healthy, whole and strong.

Diocese of the West Ladies Retreat will be May 10-12 at
the La Quinta Homewood Suites. The cost is $120.00 per
person, which includes most meals, hotel, and activities.
The book "One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully right
where you are” is a "must read” for the retreat.

Flyers are now available on the entry table.

Wednesday nights we will begin a study on the subject of the
manifestation of the kingdom of God. Included will be
instruction in living in the fullness of the kingdom as citizens
and ambassadors who are enabled to go into the world and be
effective bearers of light and new life for all. Come and learn.

We have copies of the complete 33 lesson teaching on
Revelation by Fr. Victor Conkle, please see Robyn after the
service for your copy.



FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the
road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza." ¥ So he started out, and on his way he met an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
Ethiopians"). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, ?® and
on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of
Isaiah the prophet. ? The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that
chariot and stay near it." *° Then Philip ran up to the chariot
and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.

31"How can I," he said, “unless someone explains it to me?" So
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak
of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”

3* The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?” ** Then Philip

began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the
good news about Jesus. ° As they traveled along the road,
they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being

baptized?" 7! 3 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him. * When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch
did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. * Philip,
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching
the gospel in all the tfowns until he reached Caesarea.

THE PSALM 66 ! Shout for joy to God, all the earthl
? Sing the glory of his name;
make his praise glorious.
3 Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power
that your enemies cringe before you.
* All the earth bows down to you;
they sing praise to you,
they sing the praises of your name."”
% Come and see what God has done,
his awesome deeds for mankind!
® He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the waters on foot—
come, let us rejoice in him.
7 He rules forever by his power,
his eyes watch the nations—
let not the rebellious rise up against him.
® Praise our God, all peoples,
let the sound of his praise be heard.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:14-24 4 We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not
love remains in death. > Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and
you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him. ' This is how we
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 7 If anyone has material possessions
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person? '8 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth. " This is how we know that we belong to the truth and
how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 2 If our hearts condemn us, we
know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 2! Dear
friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and
receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what
pleases him. 22 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 2 The one who keeps
God’'s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he
lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.



