THE COLLECT: Almighty God, by our baptism into the
death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you
turn us from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being
reborn to new life in him, may live in righteousness and
holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 10:11-16

New King James Version (NKJV)

11w

I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd gives His life for the

sheep. “But a hireling, he who is not the
shepherd, one who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and flees; and the wolf
catches the sheep and scatters

them. * The hireling flees because he is
a hireling and does not care about the
sheep. "*I am the good shepherd; and I
know My sheep, and am known by My
own. ©° As the Father knows Me, even so
I know the Father; and I lay down My
life for the sheep. '® And other sheep I
have which are not of this fold: them
also T must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there will be one flock and one
shepherd.
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Anniversary: May 1°" = Al and Jean Dillon

Keep on praying every day for those who are sick or
recovering from their illness. The prayers of this Church
family are powerful. God hears and answers our peftitions on
behalf of each other. Let's agree together for the continued
healing of Pat Bird, Elton Blair, Judy Gerard, Carol Acklin,
Jean Dillon, Ted Hover and Kevin Helms. Thank God for their
healing, let's envision all of them healthy, whole and strong.

Diocese of the West Ladies Retreat will be May 10-12 at
the La Quinta Homewood Suites. The cost is $120.00 per
person, which includes most meals, hotel, and activities.
The book "One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully right
where you are” is a "must read” for the retreat.

Register by May 3™ by contacting Jody Anderson at 949-
254-3429. Jody4anderson@hotmail.com. Flyers are now
available on the entry table.

Lots of people traveling today, remember to pray for their
safe return.

Wednesday nights we will begin a study on the subject of the
manifestation of the kingdom of God. Included will be
instruction in living in the fullness of the kingdom as citizens
and ambassadors who are enabled to go into the world and be
effective bearers of light and new life for all. Come and learn.



FIRST READING: Acts 4:23-37

New International Version (NIV) 2> On their release, Peter and John
went back to their own people and reported all that the chief
priests and the elders had said to them. ** When they heard
this, they raised their voices together in prayer to

God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heavens and
the earth and the sea, and everything in them. #° You spoke by
the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father
David: “"Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
%6 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ *’ Indeed
Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and
the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. % They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen. % Now, Lord,
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your
word with great boldness. * Stretch out your hand to heal and
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.” *! After they prayed, the place where they
were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. *? All the
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any
of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything
they had. ** With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's
grace was so powerfully at work in them all ** that there were
no needy persons among them. For from time to time those
who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from
the sales **and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to anyone who had need. * Joseph, a Levite from
Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son
of encouragement”), ¥’ sold a field he owned and brought the
money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

THE PSALM 100

! Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
*2 Worship the LORD with gladness:
come before him with joyful songs.
3 Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
*% Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
> For the LORD is good and his love endures forever:;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-8 (1v)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know

him. % Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when
Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he
is. > All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he
is pure. * Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. ® But you know that he appeared so that he might
take away our sins. And in him is no sin. ®No one who lives in
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either
seen him or known him. ” Dear children, do not let anyone lead
you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as
he is righteous. ® The one who does what is sinful is of the
devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's
work.



